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Education background

e Ph.D. in applied linguistics from Esfahan University, Iran, 2000. Title of dissertation: ESP revisited: A
reappraisal study of discipline-based EAP programs in Iran.

e MA in applied linguistics from Esfahan University, Iran, 1994. Title of thesis: Requestive speech act
among Armenian-Farsi bilinguals and Farsi monolinguals: A sociopragmatic cross-study.

e BA in Teaching English from Sistan & Baluchistan University, Zahedan, Iran, 1986.

Teaching Experience

eTeaching English at junior and senior high schools: September 1984 — September 1990

e Teaching Undergraduate general English courses, English for Specific courses (English for
medicine/business/management students), preparation for TOEFL courses and in-service English
programs for engineers and technicians of Water & Electricity Industry: September 1994 —
August 2003

e Teaching English courses for BA students of TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) ,
English Translation, and English Language & Literature : September 1994 - present

Reading comprehension (Elementary-intermediate-advanced)
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Conversation

Basic writing

Advanced writing

Research methodology

General linguistics

Contrastive linguistics & error analysis
Teaching methodology

Teaching foreign language skills
Testing & assessment

eTeaching MA courses for graduate students of TEFL and English translation studies: September
2000 - present

Principles of teaching English as a foreign language
Teaching foreign language skills

Seminar in ELT Issues

Seminar on translation issues

Philosophy of education

e Teaching Ph.D. courses for postgraduate students of TEFL: September 2006 — present
English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
A critical review of foreign language teaching methods
Curriculum planning & materials development

Professional experience & administrative responsibilities

e Full time faculty member (Professor) at Kharazmi University : September 2000- present

e Director of Department of Foreign Languages at Tehran Kharazmi University : January 2004 — March
2011

e Editor & Director of the Iranian Journal of Applied Linguistics : April 2006 - present

e Director of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) Department at the Iranian National Center for
developing English Materials & Textbooks (SAMT): August 2010 - present

e Director of English Department at Qazvin Azad University (QIAU): February 2006-July 2015

e Director of the Office of International Affairs at Qazvin Azad University (QIAU): September 2010-
November 2013



Membership in editorial boards of refereed national and international journals

e Editor and Director of the Iranian Journal of Applied Linguistics

e Member of editorial board of RELC Journal

e Member of editorial board of Editorial board: Journal of Modern Research in English Language
Studies, Iran

e Member of editorial board of Issues in Language Teaching (ILT)

e Member of editorial board of English Language Teaching (Imam Khomeini International University)

e Member of editorial board of Sheikhbahaee Journal of Language Studies

Membership in academic associations/boards

e Member of Council for Renewing Humanities Disciplines, (Iranian Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology): September 2013 — present

e Member of Pan-Pacific Association of Applied Linguistics (PPAAL)

e Member of National Committee for foreign languages curriculum development (Iranian Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology): September 2007 — present

eMember of the Board for faculty promotions, Kharazmi university, Tehran, Iran: From February 2017-
present

e Member of Board for university publication, Kharazmi university, Tehran, Iran: From February 2015-
present

e Member of the organizational board of the Teaching English Language and Literature Society of Iran
(TELLSI), Iran: November 2005- November 2008

e Member of the Teaching English Language and Literature Society (TELLSI), Iran: November 2005 -

present

Academic awards
e Award for Distinguished researcher of the Department of Foreign Languages, Tehran Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran : Dec. 2016

e Award for Distinguished researcher of the Faculty of Humanities, Tehran Kharazmi University, Tehran,



Iran: Dec. 2015

e Award for Distinguished researcher of the Faculty of Humanities, Tehran Kharazmi University, Tehran,
Iran : Dec. 2014

e Award for Distinguished researcher of Tehran Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran : October 2011

e Award for Distinguished professor of Tehran Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran : May 2009

e Award for Distinguished researcher of Tehran Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran : May 2003

e Award for Distinguished high school teacher at Khorasan Province, Khorasan, Iran : May 1987, May
1988, May 1989
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Atai, M.R. (forthcoming). An investigation into EAP teachers’ burnout and its variations in
relation to their demographic and organizational characteristics. Issues in Language Teaching
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Atai, M.R. (2016). A comparison of thematic choices and thematic progression patterns in the
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Atai, M. R. (2014). Learner reflections in virtual vs. blended EAP classes. Computers in Human
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from personal epistemological beliefs. Reading Psychology, 35 (8), 736-761. (With M. N. Karimi).
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Atai, M.R. (2011). Revisiting the dichotomy between qualitative and quantitative research: Mixed-
method designs in applied linguistics. TELL (Journal of Teaching English Language and Literature
Society of Iran), 5(2), 125-157. (With E. Babaii & S.M.R. Hashemi).
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Atai, M. R. (2010).The effect of genre-consciousness-raising tasks on Iranian EFL learners’
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Atai, M. R. (2010).The contribution of perceptual, linguistic, and cognitive processing skills to
early EFL reading development. The Iranian EFL Journal, 6(1), 7-26 (With M. Saberi).

Atai, M.R. (2010). Argumentative writing and gender: Selection of evidence types by Iranian
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Atai, M. R. (2009). Iranian EFL Teachers’ attitudes towards teaching methods and materials of
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Atai, M. R. (2009). On the representation of Iran’s post-resolution nuclear issues in American news
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Atai, M.R.(2008). Task-based strategy assessment : The effect of task difficulty on listening
strategy use of advanced EFL learners. The Journal of Asia TEFL, 5(3), 199-223. (With S.M.R.
Reza Hashemi)

Atai, M.R. (2008). A cross-cultural genre study of hedging devices in discussion section of applied
linguistics research articles. TELL, 2(7), 1-22 . (With L. Sadr).

Atai, M.R.(2007). Genre analysis : An investigation of the structure of research article results &
discussion and collocational frameworks in medical research Articles. Proceedings of the 6™
International AELFE Conference : Teaching and Learning LSP : Blurring the Boundaries. ISCAL,
Lisboa, Portugal. ( With A. Dianatdoust)
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Learning LSP : Blurring the Boundaries. ISCAL, Lisboa, Portugal. (With A. Mohammadzadeh)
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Atai, M.R. (2007). Content schemata, linguistic simplification, and EFL learners' comprehension
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communication strategies. Special Issue of Pajouhesh Jounal, University of Tehran, 27, 107-221.
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Atai, M.R.(2006 ). Iranian EFL teachers’ perceptions of the efficiency of short-term in-service
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Atai, M.R. (2006 ). EAP teacher education : Searching for an effective model integrating content
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the students of dentistry. Indian Journal of Applied Linguistics, 28(1), 77-90.
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Special Issue of the Journal of Persian Literature and Human Sciences of Tehran Teacher Training
University, 1, 17-34.

Atai, M.R. (2002c). Iranian EAP programs in practice: A study of key methodological aspects.
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Books & Book Chapters

Atai, M.R. (In press). English for the Students of Social Sciences. Tehran: SAMT Publications.
(With L. Shoja).

Atai, M.R. (2016). English for the Students of Science. Tehran: SAMT Publications. (With M.
Mousavi, M. Nili, M. Saeidi, & O.R. Rajabi).

Atai, M.R. (2016). English for the Students of Engineering. Tehran: SAMT Publications. (With A.
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Atai, M.R. (2013). English for the Students of Medicine. Tehran: SAMT Publications. (With L.
Shoja, M. Kafshgar, & M. Zolghadri).

Atai, M.R. (2013). English for Specific Purposes: International trends and Middle East concerns.

In R. Akbari & C. Coombe (Eds.), Middle East handbook of applied linguistics (pp. 150-184).
Dubai: TESOL Arabia Publications.
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from language-in-education planning perspective. Paper presented at

LPP2018: Multidisciplinary Approaches in Language Policy & Planning Conference, OISE,
Toronto, Canada. (With A. Iranmehr).

Atai, M.R. (2018). A top-down approach to contrastive rhetoric move analysis of agricultural
engineering research articles: English native speakers versus Persian native speakers. Paper
presented at LACUS 2018, Campion 139, Boston College, Boston, Massachusetts, USA. (With
N. Sadeghi Hariri).

Atai, M.R. (2018). A triangulated study of English needs of cabin crew in the context of Iran.
Paper presented at the First National Conference on New Trends in English Language Teaching
and Applied Linguistics, February 15, Golestan University, Gorgan, Iran (With A.A. Lashkari).

Atai, M.R. (2017). Incorporating reflective language teaching into an in-service EFL teacher
education program. Paper presented at The Tenth International Conference on Language
Teacher Education, 2-4 February, UCLA, Los Angeles, USA. (With M. Sh. Taghaddomi).

Atai, M.R. (2017). EFL teachers' reflections on critical incidents: Promoting reflectivity in the
blog environment. Paper presented at The Tenth International Conference on Language Teacher
Education, 2-4 February, UCLA, Los Angeles, USA. (With H. Nejadghanbar).

Atai, M.R. (2014). EFL teachers' readiness for practicing and promoting autonomy. Paper
presented at LACUS Conference, August 6-9, the University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
Canada (With M. Farahani).

Atai, M.R. (2014). Introductory promotional genre set on the formal website of world

universities. Paper presented at The 7" Biennial Conference on Issues in English Language
Teaching in Iran (IELTI-7), University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (With F. Asadnia).
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Atai, M.R. (2014). The prestigious world university in its homepage: The promotional academic
genre of overview. Paper presented at LACUS Conference, August 6-9, the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, Canada (With F. Asadnia).

Atai, M.R. (2014). The contribution of reflective practices to transformation of pedagogical
knowledge base underlying EFL teachers' oral corrective feedback. Paper presented at The 7
Biennial Conference on Issues in English Language Teaching in Iran (IELTI-7), University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (With Z. Shafiee).

Atai, M. R. (2012). Iranian teachers' views on educational philosophies of Dewey, Rousseau, and
Aristotle. Paper presented at The 1% Conference on Language Learning & Teaching (An
Interdisciplinary Approach), Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran. (With F. Mazlum).

Atai, M. R. (2012). Evaluation, personnel, and method policies in Iran's English language-in-
education policy. Paper presented at The 10" International TELLSI Conference, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran (With F. Mazlum).

Atai, M. R. (2012). Lexical bundles in linguistics articles: Exploring writer, subgenre and
subdisipline variations. Paper presented at CTAL-2012 Conference, Xian Jiatong Liverpool
University, Suzhou, China (With F. Tabandeh).

Atai, M. R. (2011). EAP instructional system in Iran: Towards a national reform in materials
development. Paper presented at Innovative Approaches to Second Language Teaching (IASLT),
University of Western Ontario, London, Canada.

Atai, M. R. (2011). The effect of genre-based pedagogy and portfolio assessment on listening
comprehension of Iranian EFL learners. Paper presented at The Conference on Innovative
Approaches to Second Language Teaching (IASLT), University of Western Ontario, London,
Canada.(With S. Ghotbeldin).

Atai, M. R. (2011). Exploring Iranian EAP teachers' practices and cognitions regarding teaching
reading comprehension and vocabulary. Paper presented at The TELLSI Conference, University
of llam, Iran (With M. Fatahi Majd).

Atai, M. R. (2011). Exploring the role of vocabulary depth and semantic set in EFL learners’
vocabulary use in writing. Paper presented at The TELLSI Conference, University of llam, Iran
(With A. Dabbagh)

Atai, M.R. (2010). A discourse analysis of gender-related communication style and participation
patterns in two professional English listservs. Paper presented at The First Conference on ELT in
the Islamic World. ILI, Tehran, Iran.( With F. Chahkandi)

Atai, M.R. (2010). A Genre-based letter writing course for Iranian students of business . Paper

presented at The Second Conference of the Asia-Pacific Rim: Languages for Specific Purposes
and Professional Communication. University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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Atai, M.R. (2010). An operational profile of the present and target needs of Iranian ESAP
students of science. Paper presented at The Second Conference of the Asia-Pacific Rim:
Languages for Specific Purposes and Professional Communication. University of Malaya, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. (With A. Khanjani )

Atai, M.R. (2009). Revisiting the Status of CALL and ESAP in Iran : Potentials and Obstacles.
Paper presented at XVII Symposium on Languages for Specific Purposes : Methods and Aims.
University of Aarhus, Denmark.

Atai, M.R.. (2009). Academic language needs of Iranian undergraduate students of computer
engineering : A triangulated perspective. Paper presented at XVII Symposium on Languages for
Specific Purposes : Methods and Aims. University of Aarhus, Denmark, August 2009 (With L.
Shoja).

Atai, M.R..(2009). A Genre Analysis of ESP Research Article Introductions (EOP Versus EAP).
Paper presented at International Conference on grammar and text, Lisboa, Portugal, July 2009
(With A. Sahraneshin Samani).

Atai, M.R. (2009). Designing a coherent vocational course based on systematic needs assessment
. A triangulated perspective. Paper presented at Congress of Vocational and Technical Education
in the Islamic Countries, June 2009, Istanbul, Turkey.

Atai, M.R. (2008). A critical discourse (CDA) study of the Iranian reading courses for students of
media studies. Paper presented at GlobE 2008 : Critical Discourse Analysis and Global Media.
Warsaw, September 2008.

Atai, M.R. (2008). On the representation of Iran's post-resolution nuclear issues in American
news editorials. Paper presented at GlobE 2008 : Critical Discourse Analysis and Global Media.
Warsaw, September 2008 ( With H. Rezaie Adriani ).

Atai, M.R. (2008). Genre analysis of research article introductions across ESP, psycholinguistics,
and sociolinguistics. Paper presented at International Conference on Literature, Languages, &
Linguistics, July , 2008, Athens, Greece ( With P. Habibie ).

Atai, M.R. (2007). Critical thinking, CDA, and the current Iranian ESAP curriculum : Where is
the missing link ? Paper presented at TELLSI Conference , July 2007, Tehran University, Tehran,
Iran.

Atai, M.R. (2007). Educational value systems and the lranian ELT curriculum renewal :
Reexamining the case of undergraduate reading comprehension courses. Paper presented at
TELLSI Conference , February 2007, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

Atai , M.R. (2007). The impact of diary writing on EFL college students' writing improvements

and attitudes. Paper presented at TELLSI Conference , February 2007, Shiraz University, Shiraz,
Iran (With H. Barjasteh ).
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Atai, M.R. (2006). EAP teacher education : Searching for an effective model integrating Content
& language teachers’ schemes. Paper presented at PAAL Conference, 2006, Kangwong National
University, Chuncheon, Korea.

Atai, M.R. (2005). A cross-cultural sociopragmatic study of requests among Armenian-Persian
bilinguals and Persian native speakers. Paper presented at Towards Intercultural Communication
Competence in Europe and Beyond Conference. Kopper, Slovenia.

Atai, M.R. (2005). The impact of self, peer, and teacher evaluation on EFL students’ writing
performance. Paper presented at PAAL 2005, Edinburgh, UK (With B. Meratzadeh ).

Atai, M.R. (2005). Revisiting ESAP methodology in Iran : Challenges and suggestions. Paper
presented at The First International ESP Conference, SAMT, Tehran, Iran.

Atai, M.R. (2005). An evaluation of writing courses for tourism in Iran. Paper presented at
The First International ESP Conference, SAMT, Tehran, Iran. (With M. Hosseini ).

Atai, M.R. (2004). EFL learners’ test-wiseness strategies, reading strategies, and test
performance. Paper Presented at PAC5 FEELTA : Sharing Challenges, Sharing Solutions :
Teaching Languages in Diverse Contexts. Far Eastern University,Vladivostok, Russia. (With N.
Ghafournia ).

Atai, M.R. (2004). Transfer of reading strategies from L1(Persian) to L2 (English). Paper
presented at PAC5 FEELTA : Sharing Challenges, Sharing Solutions : Teaching Languages in
Diverse Contexts. Far Eastern University, Vladivostok, Russia. (With H. Talebi ).

Atai ,M.R. (2003). Revisiting ESAP textbooks in Iran: A genre-based approach to EAP reading
instruction. Paper presented at the Second Conference on Issues in English Language Teaching in
Iran. University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Keynote/Featured Lectures and Talks

Atai, M. R. (2018). Current challenges in teaching English for Academic Purposes (EAP). Talk
presented to the Center for Educational Research on Languages and Literacies (CERLL).
University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada.

Atai, M. R. (2018). From language education policies to planning and practice of local, native,
and foreign language courses in Iran: A macro level analysis of national curriculum. Talk
presented to Roshan Institute for Persian Studies, University of Maryland, College Park, USA.
Atai, M.R. (2018). Current challenges in teaching English for Academic Purposes (EAP). Talk
presented to the Center for Educational Research on Languages and Literacies (CERLL).
University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada.

Atai, M. R. (2013). Renewing EAP materials and methodologies: Insights from discourse
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analysis, genre analysis and corpus linguistics. Keynote speech presented at Second National
Conference on Language, Discourse and Pragmatics (LDP) January 2013, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Iran.

Atai, M. R. (2012). Towards a coherent national academic literacy curriculum: The missing links
between literacy education in Farsi and academic literacy education in English. Keynote speech
presented at The 1% Conference on Language Learning & Teaching (An Interdisciplinary
Approach) October, 2012, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Atai, M. R. (2012). Academic literacy education in an EFL context: Theoretical background,

future prospects and unresolved issues. Invited lecture presented at TESOL Persia Conference,
Tehran Millad Tower, Tehran, Iran.

Academic Symposiums

Atai, M.R. (2012). EAP instruction in Iran: Ripe time for reforms in materials and methodologies.
Symposum held at The 10" International TELLSI Conference, Shahid Beheshti University,
Tehran, Iran. (Co-presented with L. Shoja, M. Kafshgar, & M. Nili).

Research Projects conducted
Two nationwide research projects on "Needs assessment of EFL education at Iranian secondary

schools : A multiple perspective involving students, educational planners, employers, social
Institutes, industry, etc. sponsored by the Iranian Ministry of Education .

Theses/Dissertations Supervised/Advised

e [ have supervised 24 Ph.D. dissertations in the field of applied linguistics including
ELT/ESP/EAP/discourse analysis and ELT teacher education.

e | have advised 10 Ph.D. dissertations in the field of applied linguistics including
ELT/ESP/EAP/discourse analysis and ELT teacher education.

e [ have supervised 95 MA theses in the field of applied linguistics including
ELT/ESP/EAP/discourse analysis and ELT teacher education.

e [ have advised 55 MA theses in the field of applied linguistics including ELT, ESP, EAP,
discourse analysis and ELT teacher education.
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